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EAST  HERTFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 

WARE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

PREFACE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors,  Ware  Urban  District, 
Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  health 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Ware  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963* 


This  has  been  a  further  year  of  prospective  grov/th  and  development. 
It  was  only  as  recently  as  1961  that  the  population  of  Ware  topped  the 
10,000  mark  and  now  the  figure  for  1963  is  11,570.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  figures  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  relate  to 
June,  1963,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  a  further  considerable 
increase  can  be  confidently  anticipated*  The  increase  of  1,5W  in  two 
years  is  indicative  of  healthy  and  vigorous  grovffch.  The  population 
increase  in  the  past  year  has  largely  been  due  to  an  inward  migration 
of  692  whilst  the  natural  increase  was  only  28* 


Once  again  the  health  of  Ware  was  excellent  and  further  comment 
is  unnecessary.  In  the  body  of  the  report  the  public  is  once  again 
advised  on  the  ways  in  which  it  can  take  steps  to  protect  itself 
against  various  infectious  diseases,  one  of  the  most  important  being 
to  accept  the  various  innoculations  which  are  available.  Furthermore, 
it  must  be  remembered  that  the  germs  both  of  typhoid  fever  and  of  food 
poisoning  are  carried  in  and  excreted  from  the  bowel.  It  follov/s  that 
frequent  bathing  end  hand  washing  are  essential  factors  in  the 
maintenance  of  personal  cleanliness.  If  all  food  handlers,  whether  in  the 
domestic  kitchen,  the  canteen  or  the  shop,  were  to  wash  their  hands  as 
often  as  does  the  average  doctor,  much  would  be  achieved. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members  both  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council  for  the  constant  interest  in  all 
aspects  of  Public  Health  work.  In  particular  I  wish  to  thank 
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Mr.  Lucas  and  Mr.  Chapman  for  their  unfailing  help  and  Mr.  Chapman, 
for  his  mastery  of  sums  -  a  talent  which  I  lack.  I  must  also  record 
my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  other 
Chief  Officers  and  their  staffs. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

Gordon  M.  Frizelle. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://arch  i  ve .  org/detai  Is/b30232739 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  -  STAFF 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Gordon  1L  FRIZELLE,  T.  D.  ,M.  D.  ,D.P.H.  , 

Certificate  in  Radiological  Protection 


Central  Office: 

Council  Offices, 
High  Street, 
Hoddesdon,  Herts. 

Telephone: 

Office  t - 
Private: - 

Hoddesdon  3061 
Ware  2746 

Deputy  (Part-time)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Peter  de  Bee  TURTLE,  V.R.D.  ,14 A.  ,B.M.  ,B.Ch.  ,D.P.H.  , 
Haileybury  and  Imperial  Service  College,  Hertford, 

Hoddesdon  2040 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  C.  J.  LUCAS, 

Certificate  of  the  R.  S.  I.  and  S,  I.  E.  J.  Board. 

Certificate  for  Inspectors  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Smoke  Inspector’s  Certif icate. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  J, C.  CHAPMAN, 

Certificate  of  the  R.  S.  I.  ,  and  S.  I.  E.  J.  Board. 

Diploma  in  Hygiene  (Royal  Inst.  Public  Health  and  Hygiene) 

Public  Health  Department 

Council  Offices, 

The  Priory,  Ware,  Herts. 

Telephone:-  Ware  2425 

Typing  assistance  to  the  Public  Health  Department  was  rendered  by 
Miss  B.  Ache  son  and  Miss  M.  Scott. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COiMITTES 


The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  and  Public  Works  Committee  for 
the  session  1963/ 64  was  Councillor  Dr.  J.  W.  E.  Fellows. 

Also  on  the  Committee  were  Councillors  Mrs.  R.M. F.  Cooper  and 
Mrs.  M.  A  Davenport  ("7106  Chairman)  and  Councillors  Messrs.  W.C.J,  Avery, 
F.  H.  Beazley,  F.  0.  Clark,  T.  E.  Doyle,  J.  H.  Murphy  and  A.  A  Wiggall. 
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SECTION 


A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  1963 

(Table  l) 

(Figures  for  1962  are  shown  in  brackets) 


POPULATION 


Estimated  Mid  Year  Population  of  Ware  Urban  District 


11,570 


(10,850) 


Natural  Increase  or  decrease 
Migration  in  or  out  .  ... 

Total  Increase  or  decrease  » .  • 


+  28 

+  692 

+  720 


Area,  of  Acres 


•  14 


•  •  * 


•  •  • 


•  •  * 


•  *  • 


1385. 38 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according;  to  Rate  Books: 


3,877  (3,657) 

Number  of  Houses  per  acre. 

Number  of  Persons  per  acre. 

Number  of  Persons  per  house. 


2*  80 
8.35 
2.98 


Rateable  Value  of  District  £645,842 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate.  £2,660 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


(  Table  2  ) 

Figures  for  1962  are  shown  in  brackets 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legit imate 
Illegitimate 

Total  Live  Births 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Births 

Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate 

per  1,000  population 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of 

total  live  births 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  Still  Births 

Still  Births  rate  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still -births 


TOTAL  LIVB  AND  STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 


COMPARISON  RATES  Yfare  Urban 

District 

Live  Birth  Rate  22*04 

Area  Comparability  Factor  0*  97 
Standardised  Birth  Rate  21. 38 

Still  Births  Rate  3*  91 


Male 

Female 

Total 

113  (117) 

7  (  4) 

124  (112) 

6  (  3) 

242  (229) 
13  (  7) 

125  (121) 

130  (115) 

255  (236) 

22.04 

( 21. 75) 

0.  97 

(  0.97) 

21.38 

(  21. 10) 

V 

5. 10 

(  2.97) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

- 

i  (-) 

-  (i) 

1  (3) 

3. 91 

(12.55) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

119  (119) 

7  (  4) 

124  (113) 

6  (  3) 

243  (  232) 
13  (  7) 

126  (123) 

130  (116) 

256  (239) 

Hertford 

County 

England 
&  Wales 

O 

IT  *  if-o 

/ 

iS-  63- 

17-3 
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Vital  Statistics 
Table  2  Continued. 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Infants  under  one  week,  total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Infants  under  four  weeks, 

total. 


Legit imate 
Illegitimate 

Infants  under  one  year,  total 

Legit imate 
Illegitimate 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1  (2) 

i  (-) 

2  (2) 

-ft 

-ft 

-ft 

1  (2) 

i  (-) 

2  (2) 

'-ft 

i  ft 

ift 

1  (3) 

1  (2) 

2  (5) 

'-ft 

'-ft 

*-ft 

MEANT  MORTALITY  RATES 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 


total  live  births.  Total 

7.84 

( 21. 19) 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  legitimate  live  births 

8.  26 

(21.83) 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

NIL 

(NIL) 

Neo— natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of 

Infants  under  four  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

7.84 

(8.47) 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths 
of  infants  under  one  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

7.84 

(8.47) 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths 
and  deaths  of  infants  under  one 
week  combined  -  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births) 

11.72 

(20.92) 
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Vital  Statistics 
Table  2  continued. 


MATERNAL  DEATHS 


Maternal  Deaths,  including  abortion  NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

live  and  still  births  - 


DEATHS  (Total) 

Deaths  of  all  ages  Males  118 

Females  109 

Total  227 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  19*62 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  0. 58 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per 

1 ,000  population  11#  38 


COMPARISON  RATES 


Ware  Urban 

Hertford 

District 

County 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

7.84 

1  vo^>' 

Legitimate 

8.  26 

14-9 

Illegitimate 

NIL 

i  io'  £  i 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate 

7.84 

\0  oS 

Early  Neo -Natal  Mortality 

Rate 

7.84 

t  $7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

11*72 

54-3  5 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

NIL 

£>’37 

Death  Rate 

19.62 

q-t-7 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

0.58 

/•ib 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

11.38 

10^3 

(MIL) 

(-) 


(195) 
(17.97) 
(  0.60) 


(10.78) 

England 
&  Wales 

5-1*0 


O  .J 

IX-X 
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TABLE  3. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH  DURING  TEE  YEAR  1963 


Line  No. 


P. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14- 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 
35- 
36. 


»  •  • 


*  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  t  • 


I  »  • 


•  •  t 


t  t  • 


•  • 


ALL  CAUSES 

Tuberculosis,  r e sp irat o ry 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria  . . , 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningo coccal  inf e ct ions 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  • .  ♦ 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . .. 

”  t?  Lung,  bronchus 

"  !f  breast 

?f  ?t  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neopla 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  •  •  •  . . • 

Diabetes  •  *  •  •••  •••  •»* 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  •  •  * 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 


*  •  • 


•  •  • 


... 


•  •  • 


•  * » 


» • « 


•  *  • 


•  • 


•  •  • 


♦  •  • 


*  i  » 


sm 


•  •  • 


... 


•  * « 


*  *  * 


•  *  • 
•  *  • 
•  *  * 


•  • » 


•  • . 
•  •  * 
• « • 
* » • 


* « • 


*  *  • 


Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  •  • . 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
C  o ng enit  al  malf o rmat ions 
Other  defined  and  ill~Q.efined  disease 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


... 


.  •  • 


.  * . 


•  •  * 


• « . 


•  • . 


•  •  # 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


118 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

23 

16 

4 
9 
3 

5 
5 

15 
2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

16 
2 
1 
0 
0 


109 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

4 

4 

5 
1 
0 

30 

10 

3 

10 

0 

7 

7 

5 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

2 

1 

0 


a)  Still  Births  •••  •«.  •••  ...  1 
b^  Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age  1 
c)  Deaths  of  infants  four  v/eeks  to  one  year  n 

of  age 


0 

1 

0 
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TABLE  4 


PIREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Disease  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  Notified  during  the  Year 


Disease 

Measles 

Whooping  Gough 

Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia 

Fuerperal  Pyrexia 


Total 

81 

10 

4 

2 


Age  Group  in  Years 

Under 


Over 


Age  not 

known 


1 


6  38  36 

3  5  2 


1 


4 


2 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  by  Months:  - 


Measles. 

January 

April 

41 

17 

February  11 
July  3 

March  9 

Whooping  Cough. 

December 

10 

Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia. 

March 

3 

October 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

September 

1 

October 

1 

No  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  were  notified. 
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TABLE  4  (Continued) 

Tuberculosis  Notifications  during  1963 


The  year  commenced  with  60  names  upon  the  Register,  as  follows:  ~ 


N  on-Pulmonary  2 
Non-Pulmonary  A 


Pulmonary  29 
Pulmonary  25 


Males: 

Females: 


During  the  year  one  male  and  one  female  pulmonary  case  and  one 
male  non-pulmonaxy  case  were  notified;  six  male  and  two  female 
pulmonary  cases  moved  into  the  district.  A  total  of  eleven  cases  was 
therefore  added  to  the  register. 

One  male  pulmonary  case  died.  A  male  and  a  female  pulmonary  case 
both  recovered,  and  one  male  non-pulmonaiy  and  three  female  pulmonary 
cases  left  the  district. 

Seven  cases  were  thus  removed  from  the  register,  leaving  an 
increase  for  the  year  of  four  cases. 

At  the  end  of  1963  the  following  cases  remained  upon  the 
Register:  - 


Males: 

Females: 


Pulmonary  34 
Pulmonaiy  24 


Non-Pulmonary  2 
Non-Pulmonary  4 


Total  64  Cases 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  increase  in  the  population  figures  shows  no  signs  of 
abatement.  The  Registrar  General*  s  Estimate  for  June,  1963 *  was 
11,570  this  being  an  increase  of  720,  over  the  figures  for  June,  1962* 
Of  the  total  increase  of  720,  692  were  due  to  Inward  Migration  and  28 
to  Natural  Increase. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  increased  from  3*657  to  3*877* 
the  number  of  houses  per  acre  from  2.  64  to  2. 80 ,  the  number  of  persons 
per  acre  from  7*83  to  8.35  and  the  number  of  persons  per  house  from 

2.97  to  2.98. 

In  consequence  of  the  revaluation  which  took  place  in  1963*  the 
rateable  value  of  the  district  rose  from  £159*288  to  £645*842. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  total  number  of  live  births  rose  from  236  in  1962  to  255 
thus  increasing  the  live  birth  rate  from  21*75  to  22.04*  The  still 
births  fell  from  3  to  1  and  this  reduced  the  still  birth  rate  from 
12.55  to  3«91*  Once  again  there  were  no  Maternal  Deaths. 

The  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age  fell  from  5  to  2,  and 
in  consequence  the  infant  mortality  rate  fell  from  21.19  to  7*84* 
Both  these  deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one  week  old. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  rose  from  195  to  227*  raising  the 
death  rate  from  17*97  to  19*62.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths*  150 
or  66.08  per  cent  occurred  over  the  age  of  75* 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 


Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  including  Coronary 
Diseases  once  again  headed  the  list  of  causes  of  death  with  55 
fatalities  or  24*  23  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Of  these 
55*  Coronary  Disease  itself  was  responsible  for  26  or  approximately 
half  but  of  the  26,  16  occurred  over  the  age  of  75. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  nervous  system  came  a  close  second  with 
53  deaths  but  as  might  be  anticipated,  38  of  these  strokes  happened 
over  the  age  of  75* 

Malignant  disease  was  again  third  with  29  deaths,  these  being  5 
less  than  in  1962.  This  gives  a  percentage  of  12.78  of  the  total. 
Cancer  of  the  lung  was  once  more  responsible  for  4  deaths,  n other 
malignant  and  lymphatice  neoplasms”  for  12  and  leukaemia  for  2* 


13 


While  "other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases",  a  very 
portmanteau  definition  of  clinical  conditions,  also  caused  29  deaths, 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  very  definite  entity  of  Chronic 
Bronchitis  caused  20  deaths,  17  "being  over  the  age  of  75* 

Of  the  two  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  one  was  due 
to  Prematurity  and  the  other  to  Pneumonia. 

There  were  2  deaths  due  to  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  3  due 
to  other  accidents.  Of  these  1  was  a  home  accident  due  to  a  fall  in 
a  woman  of  90,  1  was  accidental  drowning  and  1  had  an  open  verdict 
having  been  found  on  the  road  with  a  fractured  skull. 

There  was  1  suicide  due  to  an  overdose  of  drugs. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  year  1963  brought  nothing  of  consequence  to  report  in  the 
realm  of  infectious  diseases*  An  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  at  Harlow 
caused  some  local  apprehension  but  no  contacts  were  reported  in  the 
Urban  District* 

The  happenings  of  recent  years  again  focus  attention  on  what  can 
be  the  realm  of  preventive  or  protective  medicine.  Repeated 
exhortations  have  been  made  regarding  the  responsibility  of  the 
population  to  see  that  it  takes  the  necessary  steps  to  immunise 
itself  against  Diphtheria,  Smallpox  and  Poliomyelitis. 

As  far  a  typhoid  fever  is  concerned,  in  addition  to  strict 
personal  cleanliness,  the  following  measures  are  advocated: - 

1)  That  all  persons  contemplating  holidays  abroad,  especially  in 
Southern  Europe  or  North  Africa,  should  contact  their  own 
doctor  on  the  advisability  of  getting  T. A.  B.  injections* 

2)  That  all  persons  controlling  canteens  or  premises  concerned  with 
food  handling  should  send  one  or  more  responsible  staff  members 
to  attend  one  of  the  many  courses  on  food  hygiene  and  food 
handling  now  available  in  London  and  at  provincial  centres. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  the  number  of  cases  on  the  register  increased 
from  60  to  6A,  of  which  6  were  non-pulmonary.  There  were  11  new 
canes,  8  of  which  moved  into  the  district  and  7  cases  were  removed 
from  the  register* 
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During  the  summer  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  made  its  triennial 
visit  to  Ware  and  was  again  well  attended#  The  final  figures  were: 


M 

Number  I- Rayed  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  Abnormalities 


lies 

Females 

Total 

,384 

1,256 

2,643 

3 

1 

4 

13 

7 

20 

By  a  strange  coincidence  the  total  number  of  persona  X-Rayed  was 
exactly  the  same  as  in  i960,  namely  2,640. 


It  is  uncommon  nowadays  for  the  Mass  X-Ray  Unit  to  reveal  much 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  but  it  does  happen  that  quite  a  few  other 
unsuspected  conditions  of  the  heart,  lungs  and  mediastinum  may  be 
brought  to  light. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

During  1963  the  following  notices  were  offered  to  all  food  premises 
in  the  Urban  District: - 

1)  In  the  interest  of  food  hygiene,  it  is  requested  that  dogs  should 
not  be  brought  into  these  premises. 

2)  The  staff  of  this  shop  are  prohibited  by  law  from  smoking  while 
handling  food. 

In  the  Interests  of  food  hygiene,  customers  are  requested  to 
refrain  from  smoking. 

Many  owners  gladly  availed  themselves  of  this  offer  having  thus 
official  sanction  for  prohibit  at  ions  which,  if  undertaken  by  themselves 
might  antagonise  customers. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS  194-8  1  1951 


1963. 


No  action  under  Section  47  of  these  Acts  was  necessary  during 


BUILDING 


Extensive  building  has  continued  in  Ware  throughout  1963 ,  when  the 
Council  built  40  houses  and  221  were  build  by  private  enterprise. 


REPORT;: 


During  the  year  special  reports  were  made  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Radioactive  Substances  Act  1963 ,  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Royal 
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Society  of  Health,  International  Certificates  of  Vaccination  against 
Smallpox,  The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurization)  Regulations  1963 ,  and 
the  Annual  Conference  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  and 
Hygiene. 

PUBLICATIONS 


Radiation  Hazards  and  the  M.  0.  H. 


The  Medical  Officer  April  1963 


SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  WERE 


LABORATORY  services 


Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Cambridge* 

In  emergency,  medical  specimens  may  be  examined  at  the  Laboratory 
of  the  County  Hospital,  Hertford. 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


The  following  County  Council  Services  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Acts  1946-1957  are  available  for  Ware.  Full  details  can  be 
obtained  from  the  County  Medical  Officer,  County  Hall,  Hertford* 

Home  Nursing,  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and  Welfare  Centres 

Number  of  Nurses:  3  Welfare  Centres:  1 

Vaccinations  against  , Smallpox,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and 

Pol iomy e litis 

Babies  can  be  immunised  against  the  above  named  diseases  at  the 
Welfare  Centre  and  similar  facilities  are  provided  by  the  family  doctors. 

It  is  strongly  urged  that  adults  should  avail  themselves  of  the  protection 
afforded  against  Poliomyelitis. 

Home  and  Domestic  Help 

Applications  for  this  Service  should  be  addressed  to  the  Local 
Organiser  at  27  Bull  Plain,  Hertford  (Telephone:  Hertford  3232). 

A  charge  may  be  male  for  this  Service,  in  accordance  with  the  County 
Council1 s  Assessment  scale. 

Care  and  After  Care 

Applications  for  recuperative  holidays,  if  recommended  by  the  Medical 
Attendent,  should  be  made  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Equipment  such  as  mackintosh  sheet,  crutches  and  wheel  chairs  can  be 
issued  on  loan  to  patients  being  nursed  at  home  and.  a  weekly  change  is 
made  according  to  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  patient.  Applications 
should  be  made  to  Mr.  A. C.  Trundle,  57  High  Oak  Road,  Ware. 
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Ambulance  Service 


An  Ambulance  Station  adjoins  the  Priory  Grounds,  Telephone  Ware  2222 
Except  in  emergency  an  ambulance  should  be  ordered  by  a  Medical 
Pract  it  ioner* 

Mental  Health 

Arrangements  for  patients  requiring  treatment  under  the  Mental  Health 
Act ,  1959  9  may  be  made  either  by  their  own  doctors  or  by  the  Mental  Health 
Officer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Webster,  Collett  Road,  Ware.  (Telephone:  -  Ware  2541)* 

Help  in  respect  of  Mentally  Defective  persons  can  be  obtained  by 
application  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

An  Occupation  Centre  for  defective  children  has  been  established  in 
Hertford. 


HOSPITAL  SERVICES 


Ware  is  served  chiefly  by  the  Hertford  County  Hospital,  Hertford* 

Chronic  Sick  can  receive  treatment  at  Western  House  Hospital,  Collett 
Road,  'Ware* 


Western  House  also  provides  beds  under  part  III  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

Patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Disease  are  treated  either  at 
St*  Ann*s  Hospital,  Tottenham  or  South  Lodge  Hospital,  World1  s  End  Lane, 
N.  21. 


GENERAL  PRACTITIONER.  MEDICAL  SERVICES 


Six  doctors  practise  in  Ware. 


I2EOTAL  SERVICES 


There  are  two  Dental  Surgeons  in  Ware. 


OTHER  SERVICES 

There  is  a  Mortuary  managed  by  the  Council. 

Blood  Transfusion  Donor  Sessions  are  held  at  The  Priory. 
There  is  a  very  active  Old  People* s  Welfare  Service  in  Ware* 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  C IRCIM3TAITCES  OF  THE  AREA 
REPOST  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  the  year  1963 


The  Priory, 
Ware,  Herts. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
WARE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  my  twenty- eighth  annual 
report. 

Five  complaints  were  received  from  the  public  regarding  the 
condition  of  food  sold  by  retail  of  which  number  four  were  referred 
to  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  for  action  under  Section  2  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955?  which  provides  for  the  general  protection 
of  purchasers  of  food  and  drugs.  One  case,  relating  to  broken  glass 
in  a  pint  bottle  of  milk,  was  successfully  prosecuted  and  a 
consignment  of  tins  of  fruit  found  to  contain  excessive  amounts  of 
tin  and  iron,  was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

To  acknowledge  and  give  thanks  for  benefits  received  is  a  duty 
sometimes  forgotten  but  I  think  never  omitted  from  reports  of  this 
character.  Such  thanks  and  appreciation  of  services  rendered  by 
Mr.  J.  C.  Chapman,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Mr.  F.  Fox, 
Rodent  Operative  to  the  service  in  general  and  myself  in  particular, 
rise  above  trite  comment  and  take  their  place  with  those  accorded 
to  all  other  officers  of  the  Council  as  evidence  of  the  esprit  de 
corps  which  animates  those  who  are  employed  in  local  government. 

The  zealous  labours  of  one  eminent  public  servant ,  Sir  Edwin 
Chadwick,  are  never  likely  to  be  forgotten,  and  it  is  because  of  the 
high  aims  and  purposes  of  him  and  his  successors  that  progress  was 
made  in  reshaping  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  our  country.  These 
same  principles  will  forever  continue  to  occupy  and  inspire  the  minds 
of  those  who  represent  a  free  people  in  the  Council  chambers  of  this 
nation  and  those  who  carry  out  such  plans  for  the  present  and  future 
are  especially  fortunate  to  share  in  the  corporate  function  of 
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local  government  in  matters  of  public  health*  I  therefore 
sincerely  thank  the  Council  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  evidences  of  interest  shown  and  for  their  support 
throughout  the  year. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant , 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STATISTICAL  RECORDS 


Summary  of  Visits 

Public  Health  Act ,  1936  No.  of  Visits 


Sec.  24 

"  39 

"  45 

"  48 

"  51 

"  75 

"  83/4 

"  83/4 

"  87 

"  89 

n  92 


98 

111 

149 

167 

179 

259 

268 

269 


287 


Cleansing  and  maintenance  of  sewers. 

Drainage  of  existing  "buildings. 

Defective  W.  C.  *  s  capable  of  repair. 

Examination  of  and  testing  drains  believed  to 
be  defective. 

Care  of  closets* 

Regulation  dustbins. 

Cleansing  filthy  or  verminous  premises  and 
articles. 

Inspection  of  homes  of  prospective  Council  tenants 
and  at  changes  in  tenancies  of  Council  houses# 
Public  sanitary  conveniences. 

Sanitary  conveniences  at  inns,  refreshment 
houses  etc. 

Statutory  Nuisances 

(a)  Premises  in  such  a  state  etc. 

(b^  Animals  kept  in  such  place  or  manner. 

^c)  Any  accummulation  or  deposit 

(d)  Any  dust  or  effluvia  caused  by  trade, 

business,  manufacture  or  process  -  being 
prejudiciatl  to  health  or  a  nuisance. 

Nuisance  arising  outside  district  within  terms  of 
section  92(d). 

Duty  of  authority  with  respect  to  water  supplies 
within  their  district. 

Person  suffering  from  notifiable  disease  not  to 
carry  on  occupation  to  danger  of  others. 

Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  infected  premises 
and  articles. 

Publication  of  information  relating  to  health  or 
disease. 

Nuisances  in  connection  with  watercourses,  ditches 
and  ponds. 

Complaint  made  of  nuisance  arising  from  tent. 
Control  of  use  of  moveable  dwellings. 

Notice  served  on  t  ent  dweller  of  offence  against 
sub-section  (3). 

Notices  served  on  occupier  of  house  to  enter 
sub-section  (l)  (a) 


79 

116 

40 

49 

20 

4 

30 

109 

9 

8 

65 

2 

7 

1 

18 

1 

2 

3 

33 

22 

1 

14 

1 

3 


C/Fwd#  637 
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Public  Health  Act ,  1961 


B/FwcL, 


No.  of  Visits 

637 


Sec.  17  Summary  power  to  remedy  stopped-up  drains.  1 

"  19  Disconnection  of  unused  drains.  3 

"  22  Power  to  cleanse  or  repair  drains  on  application.  2 

"  23  Loan  of  temporary  sanitary  conveniences.  4 

74  Reduction  of  pigeons  in  "built-up  area.  2 


Litter  Act ,  1956 

Sec.  1  Penalty  for  leaving  litter.  1 

Noise  Ab at ement  Act ,  i960 

Sec.  1  Noise  or  vibration  nuisance.  8 


National  Assistance  Act,  1943 

Sec.  47  Old  People* s  Welfare.  4 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Secs.  1&16  Prohibition  of  dark  smoke  and  smoke  nuisances.  21 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  5  i960 

Sec.  1  Prohibition  of  use  of  land  as  a  caravan  site 

without  licence. 


Housing  Act  ,  1957 


Sec. 


ff 

ft 


«» 

ft 

!¥ 
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3  Duty  of  local  authority  to  cause  inspection  to  be 
made  -  inspections  recorded  in  accordance  with 
regulations. 

9  Repair  of  unfit  house. 

16  Sub-section  (4)  -  Undertaking  accepted  to  make 
house  fit. 

Sub -sect ion  (4)  -  Undertaking  accepted  not  to 
relet. 

16  Progress  inspections 

23  Demolition  Orders  -  enforcement. 

86  Particulars  of  overcrowding. 

159  Informal  notices  served  for  purpose  of  survey, 
sub-section  ( c) . 

170  Requisition  for  information  as  to  ownership 
Preliminary  enquiries  made  informally  as  to 
ownership. 

C/Pwd. 


11 

29 

3 

15 

4 
4 
1 

51 

2 

62 

926 
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House  Purchase  &  Housing  Act ,  1959 

Sec,  5  Standard  grants  (Circular  42/62) 


No. 

B/Fwd. 


Official  Search 

Italians  -  Certificate  of  accommodation 

(availability  and  suitability) 
No.  issued 


Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 


Sec.  2 

M  C) 

"  13 


18 

29 

30 
63 


t» 


General  protection  for  purchasers  of  food  &  drugs 
( i.  e.  ,  not  of  nature,  substance  or  quality 
demanded) . 

Examination  of  food 

(a)  Fresh  meat. 

(b)  Other  foods  including  tinned  meat. 

Regulations  as  to: - 

1.  The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 

(a)  Food,  Food  premises  and  Personnel 
there  at. 

(b)  Stalls  and  Vehicles. 

(c)  Meat  Transport. 

2.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  1959* 
Applications  for  registration  of  premises  under 
Section  16  of  the  Act  (Fish  Frying). 

Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 
Inspection  of  dairies 
Registration  of  distributor 
Applications  for  renewal  of  slaughterhouse  licence 
subject  to  compliance  with  the  construction 
regulations  of  The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene) 
Regulations,  1958  and  The  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Prevention  of  Cruelty)  (No.  2.)  Regulations,  1954 
as  required  by  Section  1  of  The  Slaughterhouses 
Act,  1958. 

Powers  of  sampling. 


Factories  Act,  19 6l 

Sec.  7  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

(a)  Factories 

(b)  Building  Operations  (a.s  applied  by  section 
127,  sub-section  (2)  (a). 

Sf  134  Employment  of  persons  in  unwholesome  premises 


C/Fwd. 


of  Visits 

92<r 

5 

3 

1 


5 

920 

82 

80 

45 

50 

24 

1 

2 

1 


1 

6 


27 

12 

21 


,212 


23 
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B/Fwd. 


No.  of  Visits 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Sec.  2  Duty  of  Local  Authority  -  Sub-section  (a) 

Inspection  of  district.  (Rodent  Operative's 
visits  a.re  given  in  seperate  report). 

Shops  Act  ,  1950 

Sec.  38  Sanitary  and  other  arrangements  in  shops. 


2,212 

24 


6 


2,242 


Complaints  received 

General. 

Rats  and  mice. 


Notices  Served 


Informal 


Public  Health  Acts  1936  -  61 

"  "  "  1936  -  Section  144  (l)(a) 

(Homeworkers  notified  of  obligation  to  notify 
IL  0.  H.  of  disease) . 

Clean  Air  Act ,  1956 
Pood  Sz  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Housing  Act,  1957  -  Section  9 
tj  if  h  _  :i  159  (C) 


tt 


if 


«  _ 


It 


170 


Factories  Act,  1961  -  Section  7 

"  "  "  -  "  133  (2) 

(Other  authorities  notified  of  homeworkers) 


Sta-tutory 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 

?t  ti  r»  tf 

»i  it  it  it 

ft  SI  If  ft 

ft  ft  ft  ft 

!»  tt  ft  tt 

Housing  Act,  1957 

H  ii  ;i 


Section  43 

"  75 

"  83 

"  93 

"  269 

"  287  (1) 

l»  ^ 

"  16 


Letters 

Public  Health  Acts. 

Noise  Abatement  Act. 

Clean  Air  Act. 

Housing  Act. 

Pood  &  Drugs  Act. 

Factories  Act. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act. 


200 

36 


27 


50 

3 

4 
4 

51 
2 
4 
7 


3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 


64 

8 

11 

8 

30 

4 

3 
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Water  Supply 


Most  of  the  town  is  supplied  "by  the  Lee  Valley  Water  Company 
from  two  wells  sunk  in  chalk,  one  at  Musley  Lane,  and  the  other  at 
Musley  Hill,  the  former  being  the  main  source  of  supply.  The 
Highfields  area,  however,  is  supplied  by  the  Metropolitan  W ater 
Board*  All  these  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

All  houses  have  an  internal  water  supply. 


Quality 

Bacteriological  samples  of  mains  water  taken  from  domestic 
premises  in  the  district  were  satisfactory. 


Piped  Supplies 

Mains  water  is  piped  to  sink  taps  in  all  but  four  cottages  and 
a  bungalow.  Three  wells  serve  the  five  premises,  and  water  is  pumped 
to  roof  tanks  in  all  five  of  them,  and  gravitates  to  sink  taps.  In 
one  of  these,  a  remote  lock  cottage,  the  water  has  to  be  hand  puirped* 

Swimming  Pool 

The  Council's  swimming  bath  consists  of  an  open  air  pool  with 
paved  surrounds  and  diving  boards.  There  is  a  paddling  pool  for 
smaller  children.  The  buildings  house  an  office,  changing  rooms, 
plant  and  snack  bar,  spectators  seats  being  on  the  roof. 

Water  which  is  drawn  from  the  town  mains  is  treated  by  break 
point  chlorination  and  continuous  pressurised  sand  filtration*  The 
plant  is  designed  to  change  the  water  every  6  hours.  Renewals  and 
overhauls  to  the  plant  were  undertaken  during  the  year. 

Monthly  samples  of  water  taken  during  the  season  were 
satisfactory. 

During  the  year  heating  plant  was  installed  to  maintain  the  pool 
at  a  temperature  of  70  P.  during  the  season. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

No  major  work  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year  although 
sewers  have  been  extended  to  deal  with  new  development. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  is  collected  v/eekly  and  tipped.  The  Crane  Mead  tip  was 
sealed  off  and  a  new  one  opened  at  Wengeo  Lane. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 


No  common  lodging  houses  are  registered  within  the  district. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS,  1936  -  1961 
Sewers,  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences 


During  the  year  blockages  were  cleared  in  nine  sewers  and  one 
serving  four  houses  was  relaid*  Two  sewers  serving  four  houses  were 
partially  re laid. 

Fourteen  drains  were  cleared;  two  were  relaid;  six  repaired  or 
improved  and  one  inspection  chamber  provided  on  an  old  drain.  During 
the  extremely  cold  period  in  January  and  Februaiy  several  shallow 
drains  were  frozen  up.  Four  defective  ¥.  C.  basins  were  renewed  owing 
to  frost  damage* 

The  Council  were  able  to  assist  two  aged  females  in  difficulty 
with  frozen  sanitary  conveniences  by  exercising  the  new  powers  given 
by  Section  22  of  the  Act* 

Builders  and  plumbers  e .specially  should  remember  that  with  a 
little  care  and  judicious  use  of  spacing  brackets  sufficient  space 
can  be  allowed  for  the  fixing  of  protective  materials  with  v/hich  the 
occupier  of  every  building  should  surround  the  service  pipe  and 
flushing  cistern  in  water  closet  apartments  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  requirement  of  Section  5l(l)  of  the  1936  Act  that  "he  shall  cause 
the  flushing  apparatus  thereof  to  be  kept  supplied  with  water 
sufficient  for  flushing  and  where  necessary  to  be  properly  protected 
against  frost'*;  which  if  he  fails  to  do  renders  the  occupier  liable 
to  a  fine  of  2+0/-. 

One  brewer  carried  out  very  considerable  alterations  and 
improvements  at  the  "Rifle  Volunteer"  the  sanitary  accommodation 
provided  for  both  sexes  being  excellent.  Less  elaborate  but 
satisfactory  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  the  "Spread 
Eagle”. 


Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  and  Articles 

The  common  bed-bug  "cimex  lectularius"  is  now  fortunately  only 
occasionally  found  in  the  district.  The  last  case  found  by  the 
department  was  in  the  year  i960.  Secondhand  bedding  and  furniture 
were  at  one  time  a  frequent  source  of  spreading  infestations,  but 
effecient  insecticides  have  increased  the  chances  of  eradication  by 
occupiers  without  the  help  of  the  Council. 


The  domestic  flea  "pulex  irritans"  is  now  more  likely  to  be 
found  than  the  bed-bug  in  this  locality,  but  heavy  infestations  have 
not  been  seen  for  many  years.  Indeed  generally  one  concludes  that 
except  for  the  odd  flea  picked  up  by  the  general  public,  less  frequently 
than  a  decade  or  so  past ,  fleas  are  only  found  to  any  extent  in  the 
homes  of  families  regarded  as  difficult  by  the  Council  and  its  officials; 
and  in  the  homes  of  old  people.  In  these  cases  it  is  difficult  to 
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achieve  any  lasting  improvement  in  general  cleanliness  which  is  the 
requisite  remedy  *  but  repeated  visits  tend  to  avoid  the  worst  lapses 
which  produce  the  really  chronic  heavy  and  now  rare  infestations. 


Nuisances 


Minor  repairs  were  carried  out  at  ten  houses.  An  accummulation 
of  refuse  a. t  Hannead  Lock  was  removed  and  this  following  poisoning 
treatment  cleaned  rats  from  the  area.  At  the  same  time  arrangements 
were  made  for  the  dustbin  to  be  placed  on  the  south  side  of  the 
railway  crossing  for  collection  by  the  Council. 

Complaint  was  made  on  the  8th  May  by  eleven  rate-payers  and  one 
Hertford  resident  of  the  ’’continuous  putrifying  stench  wafting  up 
the  whole  Lea  Valley”,  and  requesting  that  ’’positive  action  will  be 
taken  to  stop  this  nuisance”.  In  August  two  more  complaints  were 
received  from  local,  residents.  The  nuisance  was  confirmed  on 
investigation  on  eight  occasions  at  various  parts  of  the  urban  area# 
Following  representations  the  Borough  Council  informed  the  Council 
’’that  the  matter  was  one  of  considerable  complexity”  and  took  steps 
to  remedy  the  position  as  quickly  as  possible.  No  further  complaints 
were  received  nor  further  nuisance  noticed  by  this  department. 

The  deposit  of  pea  shucks  at  piggeries  just  in  the  rural  area 
have  at  times  ca.used  considerable  nuisance  and  a  further  complaint 
was  referred  to  the  rural  council.  Contact  was  made  with  the 
occupier  of  the  piggery  and  the  pea  fa.ctory  with  a  view  to  stopping 
this  dumping  which  ends  in  decomposition  and  nuisance  during  hot 
showery  periods. 

A  tent  was  re-occupied  near  the  lane  to  Hardmead  Lock  and  the 
two  occupants  finally  left  after  the  service  of  a  notice  under 
section  269* 

Noise  Abatement  Act ,  i960 

Oompla-ints  regarding  noise  from  one  factory  and  a  piggery  were 
not  confirmed  on  investigation. 

Clean  Air  Act ,  1956 

——  ■■ini,  m  1  ■■  #i  —  —  i.  1  n  rim  n~  i m m*tn m  am r -m-  i  m  ~T 

Smoke  from  a.  dairy  chimney  in  a  built  up  area  gave  rise  to  a 
nuisance  and  the  occupier  on  request  converted  his  upright  boiler 
from  solid  to  oil  fuel  and  no  further  nuisance  has  been  recorded. 

Notices  were  sent  to  the  occupiers  of  three  premises  in  accordance 
with  section  30  (l)  of  the  Act,  advising  them  of  smoke  nuisances. 

Observations  on  four  factory  chimneys  were  satisfactory# 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 


From  January  to  April  three  families  occupied  caravans  in  Thieves 
Lane  and  Walnut  Tree  Walk;  and  although  too  of  them  disappeared  for  a 
while,  T.  Ashley  continued  to  stay  until  October  when  he  moved  into 
the  Car  Park*  A  notice  was  served  on  him  to  move  forthwith  and  he  has 
not  been  here  again  to  my  knowledge  since  his  departure. 

Police  help  was  sought  over  complaints  from  residents  about  dogs 
belonging  to  these  squatters.  Despite  the  imposition  of  many  fines  by 
the  local  justices  the  Temple  and  Cooper  families  returned  again  to 
their  winter  quarters  in  Walnut  Tree  Walk.  Two  other  families  warned 
off  by  the  police  did  not  return. 


Housing  Act ,  1957 


The  following  eight  houses  were  inspected  and  reported  to  the 
Council  in  accordance  with  regulations. 


1-7  (odd  nos.)  High  Oak  Road. 
14(t) ,  Baldock  Street* 

41,  Priory  Street. 

46,  Star  Street. 

3,  Francis  Road. 


Underbaking  to  make  fit  accepted  12.  8.  63 • 
Closing  order  made  9* 12* 63*  and  being 
acquired  by  Council. 

Undertaking  not  to  relet  given  7*10. 63* 
Occupier  effected  repairs. 


Partial  compliance  with  a  section  9  notice  wan  obtained  in  the 
case  of  20  Cross  Street. 


25  Gilpin  Road 

Works  carried  out  at  25  Gilpin  Road  were  not  successful  in  curing 
rising  and  penetrating  dampness.  The  south  flank  and  passage  walls, 
being  100  years  old  and  of  bastard  brick  construction  tapering  from 
6-§-!f  to  3'y%  including  plaster  thickness,  were  very  wet  and  the  owner 
was  told  that  the  house  could  not  be  made  fit  at  a  reasonable  cost 
and  although  discouraged  from  proceeding  expressed  the  wish  to  do  so. 

Horizontal  slate  damp  courses  were  inserted  in  Nos.  9  and  11 
Gilpin  Road  following  the  owner1  s  undertaking  given  in  i960  to  make 
the  houses  fit  and  although  in  the  cane  of  No.  9  the  dampness  was 
more  or  less  remedied  the  work  was  far  from  successful  in  the  adjacent 
No.  11.  The  flank  walls  of  these  too  houses  taper  similarly  as  in  the 
case  of  No*  25«  How  much  of  the  failure  is  simply  due  to  the 
difficulty  of  satisfactorily  inserting  this  type  of  damp  oourse  in 
existing  brickwork  is  problematical  but  unfortunately  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  say  that  a  vertical  damp  course  is  needed  to  remedy  the 
matter  in  the  south  flank  wall  because  inadequate  space  between 
Nos.  25  and  27  makes  this  impossible,  and  in  any  case  some  of  the 
dampness  in  all  the  walls  provided  with  horizontal  damp  courses  Y/as 
probably  not  cured  due  to  the  failure  to  insert  and  carry  up  and 
tuck  in  a  damp  proof  membrane  above  the  level  of  the  inserted  course 
?lS  prescribed  by  the  original  specification  given  to  the  owner  and 
builder. 
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No.  23  Gilpin  Road  is  not  so  wet  "but  certainly  far  from  dry  and 
similarly  “built  to  the  adjacent  house  in  question.  It  v/as  occupied 
by  an  aged  man  and  the  owner  gave  an  undertalcing  in  i960  not  to 
relet. 


Circular  42/62  -  Improvement  of  Houses 

11  Coronation  Road 

This  house  was  modernised  and  very  extensive  internal  alterations 
effected  to  give  an  enlarged  front  living  room  with  south  a.speci* 
smaller  kitchen  equipped  with  modem  sink  unit  at  the  rear  and 
combined  bathroom  and  W.  C.  in  what  was  originally  the  scullery.  There 
is  a  modern  stove  to  give  adequate  hot  v/ater  and  back  ground  heating 
on  the  ground  and  first  floors.  The  three  bedrooms  were  retained  with 
improvements.  The  house  was  furnished  for  a  week  and  open  to  the 
public  to  show  how  the  better  types  of  soundly  constructed  and 
basically  fit  cottage  properties  can  be  improved. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1953 

Meat  Inspection 


The  statistics  given  later  show  a  slight  decrease  in  carcases 
slaughtered  and  Inspected  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Towards  the  end  of  the  year  alterations  were  carried  out  to  the 
slaughtering  bay  and  a  larger  pig  de -hairing  machine  was  installed 
giving  a  considerably  increased  hourly  throughput. 


During  the  yean  an  occupier  of  property  adjacent  to  the 
slaughterhouse  twice  complained  of  the  nuisance  due  to  smell  and  flies 
and  the  owner  notified.  The  complaints  were  justified  and  no  doubt 
largely  arose  from  the  irregular  collection  of  waste  offal  so 
attractive  to  flies.  Pig’s  hair  is  also  extremely  offensive  when 
heated  and  the  owner  was  told  that  all  the  waste  bins  must  be  kept 
covered  and  be  collected  with  the  manure  at  least  once  in  every  two 
days*  throughout  the  year*  as  stipulated  in  the  regulations. 


The  detailed  inspectorial  routine  demanded  by  the  Meat  Inspection 
Regulations*  1963 ^  cannot  be  carried  out  by  one  inspector. 

Meat  Transport 


Forty-two  motor  vehicles  for  the  wholesale  transport  of  meat 
we  re  inspected  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
Offals  were  however  not  carried  in  sepa.ra.te  containers  in  one  case 
in  accordance  with  regulation  29(e)  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General) 
Regulations*  i960*  and  the  company  were  informed  by  letter  that  in 
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the  event  of  any  further  contraventions  of  the  regulations  proceedings 
would  "be  instituted.  The  same  company  had  contravened  regulation 
29(d)  in  the  previous  year.  Generally  compliance  with  the  request 
for  the  wrapping  of  cut  joints  in  transit  to  "butchers1  shops  has  "been 
noted.  Four  reta.il  sale  meat  vans  were  found  to  be  clean. 

Other  stalls  and  vehicles 

The  following  were  inspected  and  found  to  be  clean  and 
satisfactory 


Wholesale  bread  and  confectionery  vans  10 
Wholesale  conf ectionery  only.  Vans.  5 
Wholesale  grocers  vans.  3 
Wholesale  meat  products  vans.  11 
Vfholesale  frozen  food  vans.  2 
Retail  bread  vans.  3 
Market  Stalls.  11 


Food  Premises 


On  a.  change  of  occupation  at  one  general  shop  considerable 
improvements  in  the  layout  and  general,  tidyness  followed  and  was 
welcome  part icularly  as  ice  cream  had  been  found  to  be  unsatisfactorily 
stored  by  the  previous  trader.  Strong  representations  were  made  about 
lack  of  cleanliness  ait  a  large  grocery  store  with  good  effect. 

Similar  requests  in  relation  to  a  small  private  grocery  were  promptly 
obeyed* 

Dirty  hands  were  a  justifiable  cause  of  complaint  by  the  public 
at  one  cafe*  and  this  was  due  to  the  rough  gnarled  hands  of  a  former 
engineer  turned  cafe  general  hand,  who  a.t  the  time  of  complaint  was 
serving  in  the  cafe.  Advice  was  given  about  the  use  of  hand  cream 
with  beneficial  results.  In  two  instances  criticism  was  made  of 
inadequate  cleansing  of  forks  at  two  cafe 1 s. 


Registered  Premises 


Particulars  of  the  number  of  premises  on  the  register  f  ollow: - 


Section  l6(l)(a) 


Section  l6(l)(b) 


For  the  sale  or  the  manufacture  for  the 
purpose  of  sale,  of  ice-cream,  or  the 
storage  of  ice-cream  intended  for  sale 

For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of 
sausages  or  pickled  food  intended  for 
sale. 
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Section  l6(l)(b)  For  the  preparation  or  manufacture 

of  preserved  food  intended  for  sale 
(Jam  1*  Fish  Frying  1. ). 

One  retail  shop  was  newly  registered  under  section  l6(l)(a) 
during  the  year* 


Frozen  Foods 
Ice  Cream 


Two  samples  of  locally  ma.de  ice-cream  were  placed  in  provisional, 
grades  1  and  2. 

Three  samples  of  ice— cream  of  national  repute  were  taken  from 
retail  premise s,  one  being  returned  as  provisional  grade  1  and  two 
returned  as  gra.de  2. 

Nineteen  ice-cream  conservators  at  shops  were  temperature 
checked  and  with  one  exception  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.  )  Regulations.  In  the  latter  case  the 
soft  ice  was  destroyed.  As  the  temperature  was  high  in  another  case 
the  retailer  on  advice  instructed  the  servicing  company  to  carry  out 
adjustments. 

Checks  were  also  made  on  five  retail  sale  ice-cream  vehicles  and 
these  conformed  to  the  temperature  requirements. 

Other  Foods 


Fifteen  inspections  were  made  of  frozen  food  cabinets  and 
temperatures  checked  on  seven  occasions.  Generally  there  appears  to 
have  been  a  better  appreciation  of  the  need  not  to  overstock  but  in 
a  few  instances  packets  were  dewy  being  too  near  or  above  the  frost 
line.  In  one  such  ca.se  the  air- temperature  recorded  was  36  C. 

One  refrigerated  van  gave  readings  of  24°F.  (air  temperature) 
and  -6  F.  (coils)®  The  food  temperatures  from  the  van  when  checked 
gave  temperatures  of  13  F.  and  20  F. 


Factories  Act ,  1961 

Engineering  Works 

In  the  case  of  road  works  and  electrical  or  gas  main  maintenance 
it  is  impracticable  to  require  the  provision  of  sanitary  accommodation 
for  it  can  only  rarely  be  suitably  sited.  The  best  that  can  be  done 
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is  to  arrange  that  the  foreman  permits  the  men  to  go  to  the  nearest 
public  convenience.  This  may  often  he  more  than  a  mile  away.  The 
Council*  s  decision  to  demolish  the  conveniences  at  King  George  Playing 
Fields  was  particularly  unfortunate  for  being  towards  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  district  they  did  provide  a  suitable  resource  in  such 
causes. 


Shops  Act,  1950 


Six  inspections  were  made  at  shop  premises  which  were  found  to 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  section  33  of  the  Act. 


/ 
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ANALYSIS  ON  UNFIT  HOUSES 


CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Area  No. 

Address 

Date 

Declared 

Occupation 

Demolition 

29 

3E  91  High  Street 

3E  93  High  Street 

25. 11. 57 

!» 

Vacant 

Occupied 

30 

2  Church  Street 

^  n  «» 

4  »  " 

p,  ti  it 

25*  11. 57 

it 

11 

11 

Vacant 

ii 

ii 

11 

5E  Council  purchased  these  houses  in  1958. 


INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 


Address 


Demolition 

Order 


Closing  Undertaking 

Order  not  to  relet  Occupation 


1  Eagle  Yard 
32  Baldock  Street 
34  ”  « 

36  f’  Council  Purchased 

1  Monkey  Row 

2  it  u 
^  it  n 

55  Watton  Road  )  .  Cl ,  ,  . 

57  Watton  Road  )  Proposed  PllllnS  Station 

8  Crib  Street 
17  West  Street 

106/8  High  Street 

34/ 6  Crib  Street 


22  Crib  Street 

t*  !t 

15  West  Street 


tt 


it 


16 

la  West  Street 
2 


ii 


n 


22  Church  Street 


7.  9.  55 
7. 9. 55 
7. 9. 55 


27. 11. 35 

P*  \  Demolished  I963 

12*  4*55  y 


31.  3.55 

Occupied. 

12.  4.55 

Demolished  1963 

12.  4.55 

Demolished  1963 
Vacant. 

17. 10. 3A 

Boot  repairs 
discontinued. 

20. 10. 37 

Vacant. 

19.  8.38 

Vacant  ( Fruit 
Store) . 

18. 11. 53 

Radio  repairs 
only. 

31.  3.55 

Vacant  (one 
house) . 

26.  9-55 

Vacant. 

Vacant. 

)  Motor  cycle 
)  repairs. 

24.  3-58 

Builders  store. 

30. 12. 57 

Betting  shop. 

25. 3.57 

Vacant. 
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momDU/Jj  UNFIT  HOUSES  (Continued) 


Address 

Demolition 

Order 

Closing  Undertaking 

Order  not  to  re let 

Occupation 

10  Star  Street 

24.  3.58 ) 

12  "  ” 

24.  3.58 ) 

Demolished  1963 

14  !1 

24.  3.53 ) 

6  Church  Street 

6. 10. 58 

Vacant  (Storage) 

50a  ,?  t! 

24.  2.58 

"  2nd  F.  flat 

1  East  Street 

28.  3.60 

Tailoring. 

Q  !»  SI 

31. 12.62 

Cine  Club. 

20  Crib  Street 

Time  &  Place 

notice  22.  2.  60 

Vacant. 

23  Gilpin  Road 

12.  8.60 

Vacated  1964 

25  si  ?» 

Works  unsuccessful  6.  4*62 

Occupied. 

48  Star  Street 

16.  7.61  ) 

Temporary  use  as 

46  "  " 

7.10.63 ) 

offices. 

14b  Baldock  St. 

Undertaking  to  make  fit  given  12.8.63 

Occupied. 

41  Priory  Street 

9.12.63 

Council  to 

purchase. 

20a  Baldock  St. 

8. 1. 63 

Vacant. 

Houses  where  individual  action  taken  or  contemplated 

3E  42  Crib  Street  Undertaking  to  make  fit  postponed  until  Occupied 

decision  reached  on  Crib  Street. 

x  46  Grib  Street  Under  repair  (Undertaking  given  7«  9*  60)  Vacant 
(x  Included  in  Clearance  Area  representation  27«7»1959)* 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


NEW  HOUSING  BY  PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE 

During  1963 

New  dwellings  erected  221 

Conversions  or  adaptions  In 

terms  of  family  units  ••••••«•  4 

BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 

New  dwellings  erected  40 

Conversions  or  adaptions  in 

terms  of  family  -units  .*•*••••  NIL 

BY  OTHER  AUTHORITIES 

(County  Council,  Police  etc.)  NIL 

TOTAL  PROPERTIES  CONTROLLED  BY  THE  COUNCIL 

Council  Houses  1,379 

Temporary  prefabricated  bungalows  NIL 

Sundries  (including  shops)  20 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


i 

excl  j  Cows 

Cows  1 
i 

Calves 

and 

}  lambs 

4 

t 

Pigs 

Number  killed  during  19  63 

Number  killed  during  1962 

2,891 
3,36  9 

1,984 

1,576 

683 

818 

j  3,939 
6,540 

23,792 

24,527 

Number  inspected  during  1963 
Number  inspected  during  1962 

2,891 

3,369 

1,984 

1,576 

682 

818 

3,939 

6,540 

23,749 

24,527 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned. 

%  of  the  number  inspected 
totally  condemned. 

5 

18 

14 

44 

55 

0.17 

0.91 

2. 05 

1.12 

0. 23 

Tuberculosis  only#  7/hole 

Carcases  condemned. 

%  of  the  number  inspected 
totally  condemned. 

mu 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

- 

- 

m* 

- 

0. 004 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

5 

41 

12 

- 

•*** 

6 

1 

— 

- 

mm 

s 

|  Generalised  and  totally 
;  Condemned. 

- 

1 

! 

; 
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Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned  in  lbs. 


Home  Killed 

Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

Diseased. 

38 ,451 

3,227 

22,339 

64,017 

Weight  of  Carcase  Meat  Condemned  in  lbs. 

Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Total 

13 ,808 

2,397 

10,391 

26,596 

OTHER  POODS 


The  following  foods  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
were  surrendered:  - 


No.  of 
Containers 


Approx.  W e  ight 
in  lbs. 


Tinned  fruit,  vegetables  etc.  259 

"  pork  131 

ft  ham  9 

5!  corned  beef  7 

Wet  Pish  1 

Soft  Brinks  107 

Other  items  2 


838 

511 

90 

31 

84 

7 


1,561 


Condemnation  notes  issued  59 


'  . 


■ 


REPORT  FOR  THE  12  MONTHS  TO  31st  IMUSMKBR ,  1963 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  Off  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1963  FOR  THE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  OF  WARE  IN  THS  COUNTY  OF  HERTFORDSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1#  -  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

1  Number 
|  on 

j  Register 

(2) 

: 

j  Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1, 

2,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 

forced  by  Local  Authorities- 

( ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out -workers1 
premises)  . . . . 

6 

- 

NIL 

NIL 

69 

27 

NIL 

NIL 

17 

12 

2 

NIL 

Total  ........ . . 

92 

39 

2 

NIL 

1 

2.  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


* 

Particulars 

a) 

■ 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refei 
to  H.  M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (s.  l) 

— 

Overcrowding  (  s.  2) ...... . 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp,  (s.3)* 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Inadequate  vent.  ( s.  4)  • • • 

! 

- 

40 


, 

* 


j 


■ 


. 


: 


. 

■ 


.  ■ 


. 


.... 


i* 


. 


9  v 


.* 


. 


Particulars 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  In  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

1 

: 

Pound 

(2) 

| 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (  s.  6)  • .  . .  . . .  • 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (s.  7) 

( a)  Insufficient  ••.••••••• 

(b)  Unsuit  able  or 

defective . . . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  . . . . . . . 

Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork)  •••••• 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

2 

2 

— 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total  . . . . 

3 

3 

1 

NIL 

PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

■ 

Section  134 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out -workers  , 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature 

in  August 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Not ices 

Prose- 

of 

list 

in  sending 

failure 

unwhole- 

served 

out  ions 

Work 

required 

lists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  Section 

133(1)  (c) 

the  Council 

lists 

premises 

(i) 

L  .  - . . . .  . .  . 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(0 

(7) 

Wearing  apparel, 
Making. 

56 

- 

- 

- 

Paper  bags. 

9 

- 

•HP 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

65 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

* - - - - - 

' 

1 

< 

a 

- 1 

41 


